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grovelled in vain for life at the knees of his implacable uncle;
that he repudiated the cause for which he had fought; that
he offered to turn Catholic to save not his soul, but his life;
and that finally, when these discordant sounds were ended, he
died with perfect composure at the hands of a clumsy and
demoralized executioner. The Lady Wentworth followed him
a few months later, her heart being broken. Death can be kind,
By noon on the 6th Churchill was in Bridgwater with a
thousand soldiers. Unhappy town, with its rank offences, its
wounded, its mobs of prisoners or fugitives, its terrified in-
habitants ! Feversham followed more slowly. He had the
Continental view of war. To him these English peasants and
common folk were but an unsuccessful Jacquerie. He had to
festoon the trees with hanged men. With him was Kirke,
who had the Tangier outlook, and whose soldiers, newly re-
turned from the crusade against the Moors, bore the emblem
of the Paschal Lamb. He and his Lambs showed no mercy
except for cash. Worse still was to come.
It is pleasant to find that the foremost man in the fighting
had no part in the aftermath of atrocities. Churchill seems
to have disentangled himself from the tortured West Country
with astonishing deftness. We think he hastened with the
utmost speed to Sarah. There is a letter which he had written
on June 30 to her at Holywell.
I have received your picture which you sent by my Lord
Colchester. I do assure you that it was very welcome to me, and
will be when I am alone a great satisfaction to me, for the whole
world put together I do not love so Veil as I do you, for I sweare
to you I had much rather lose my own life than lose you. There-
fore for my sake I recommend to you to have a care of yourself.
We have had abundance of rain, which has very much tired our
soldiers, which I think is ill, because it makes us not press the
Duke of Monmouth so much as I think he should be, and that
it will make me the longer from you, for I suppose until he be
routed, I shall not have the happiness of being with you, which
is most earnestly desked by me.
The rout having now been accomplished, he returned home.
The royal rewards for the victory went to Feversham; he
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